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The Mission of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Charlotte is to inspire children, youth and adults to discover and articulate deeper
spiritual meaning evidenced in lives of integrity, compassion and stewardship of the earth.

La misién de la iglesia Unitaria Universalista de Charlotte es: inspirar a los nifios, jévenes y adultos para que descubran y articulen un signi-
ficado espiritual profundo, evidente en una vida de integridad, compasién y en el manejo de los recursos de la tierra.

WATER CEREMONY

Sunday, August 29"

On Sunday, August 29", we’ll
gather for our annual Water Cere-
mony Service. On this occasion,
we’re all invited to bring a small
portion of water (some use pill bot-
tles or small jars) from a source
that is important to you. We’ll en-
gage in a ritual in which we all
come forward and add our small
portions to a common vessel, thus
ritualizing our commitment to and
engagement with one another.

Because the meaning of the service is found in the image of
melding our lives together, we now invite water samples
from places important to you and your family—Ilocations
that represent who you really are. This is a Service for the
Whole Congregation, with the exception of our youngest
children ages 3-kindergarten.

UUCC FOLLIES PRESENT: “(PUUSHING)
THE ENVELOPE, PLEASE”

Saturday, October 16"

Coming soon to a sanctuary near you (October 16, to be
exact): The People’s Church Awards. You won’t want to
miss the excitement as the coveted “PINKO” Award is pre-
sented in several UUnique categories, not to mention the
pink carpet interviews, production numbers, and special
tributes. A real free-for-all (that’s the price). More infor-
mation to follow as the date approaches. If you are inter-
ested in joining the follies team as a performer (ages 8-163)
or behind the scenes techie, contact (704) 366-8623.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE

An exciting year lies ahead

Hello from the UUCC Board of Trustees. This will be an
exciting year for the Board, but before | get into specifics, |
would like to extend a heart felt thank you to our outgoing
Board members: Laura Neff, Karen Thompson, and Dave
Walsh. And a big thank you, to Fred Dodson, as last year’s
Board Chair.

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to our three
new Board members: Katy Ridnouer, Greg Schropp, and
Brad Smith. 1’d also like to thank everyone who attended
the Annual Congregational Meeting. We had lively discus-
sion and covered several topics. One of the topics that we
discussed was where would we, the congregation, like to
see ourselves over the next several years.

To that end, the Board will be reaching out over the next
several months to gather your input. You’ll see us organiz-
ing meetings, recruiting volunteers to host dinners, and
sending out surveys, so that we can have an exciting dialog
around this important topic.

Please stay tuned for more information. We will be sending
out regular updates in Voices as we progress. This will be
an exciting and busy time for us this year, so thank you in
advance for your participation!

—Colleen Beale, UUCC Board Chair
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FROM THE MINISTER

While attending the Thoreau Society’s annual gathering in
Concord, Massachusetts, | began Friday, July 9 on an early
morning walking tour with two authors who were pointing
out sites significant to radical abolitionist John Brown in his
time in Concord. Along the way though
those streets | struck up a conversation
with a West Point professor who has re-
cently completed his own book on Brown.
He was also just back from a six-month
stint teaching at the Military College in
Afghanistan where he presented all of the
local faculty with copies of Thoreau’s
Walden. Our discussion ranged from
Brown to Thoreau to terrorism to slavery
to race as we reflected on the ways sev-
eral in the mid-nineteenth century town of
Concord responded so enthusiastically to
John Brown’s impassioned efforts.

months.”

Back at the Masonic Temple where most of

the events were held (and where Thoreau had taught school
as a young recent Harvard graduate) | spent the rest of the
morning listening to an engaging panel discussion that in-
cluded Laura Dassow Walls, one of the world’s premier
scholars of Thoreau and American Transcendentalism.

At lunch | ate with Barry Andrews, Unitarian minister and
author of books on Emerson, Margaret Fuller and Thoreau.
We ended up talking with a South Korean professor who
teaches Emerson and Thoreau in his native land. Our dis-
cussion turned to the relationship between Emerson and
Confucianism.

That afternoon | heard a presentation on the phenomena of
utopian communities from a woman who has recently pub-
lished on this topic. Then, two scholars reflected on the
aspects of Transcendentalism found in Thoreau’s A Week
on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers.

The day ended at an exhibit at the Concord Free Public Li-
brary followed by late night conversation with fellow atten-
dees including John Matteson whose Pulitzer Prize-winning
dual biography of Bronson and Louisa May Alcott, Eden’s
Outcasts, is one of the best books | have read recently.

This one day snapshot gives you a glimpse into the begin-
ning weeks of my sabbatical. One of my major goals for
this time is to have the opportunity to reflect more deeply
on the lives and writings of the American Transcendental-
ists. | could not have had a more stimulating way to jump-
start that reflection than | have enjoyed by being in Con-
cord. To be able to hear and engage with scholars in that
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“I remain so very grateful for this opportunity. It
frankly still feels more than a little surreal to me as |
engage an entirely different rhythm to my days. | have
a markedly deepened understanding already of the
ways a sabbatical can prove engaging and expect that
awareness will only deepen in the coming weeks and

—Jay Leach, UUCC Minister

setting, to be able to visit homes and other sites important to
Alcott, Emerson, Fuller, Thoreau and others, and to have
access to the remarkable resources of the Concord Free
Public Library made for a profoundly enriching time.

I remain so very grateful for this opportunity. It frankly still

feels more than a little surreal to me as | engage an entirely

different rhythm to my
days. | have a mark-
edly deepened under-
standing already of the
ways a sabbatical can
prove engaging and
expect that awareness
will only deepen in the
coming weeks and
months.

You remain close in my
thoughts in this time
away. My ongoing
thanks to all who have
worked so hard to make
this possible, especially
the Sabbatical Planning Team and those leading so ably
each Sunday. 1I’'m also deeply appreciative of the ongoing
hard work by our very fine professional staff. My very best
wishes to all from afar.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE ITEMS

Issues of Joy or Concern may be
expressed by filling out a yellow card or
by contacting Becky Whittington,
Congregational Care Coordinator, at
becky@uuccharlotte.org or at (704) 996-
9228, our Congregational Care Line.

Remember Our Friendship Freezer

Our freezer with ready-made meals for those needing them
is nearly empty. When you’re cooking and baking, make a
little extra for our Congregational Care efforts and place it
in the stairwell freezer. Stickers are ready for you to
indicate the date and contents of your dish.



MUSIC

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Community Potluck and Concert a
Roaring Success!

On Sunday evening, July 25, over 60 members participated
in the first of many community potlucks planned for the
UUCC community in the year ahead. A joint venture be-
tween the Community Building Team and Music Program,
the scrum-delicious affair was followed by a debut perform-
ance by the Evergreen String Trio in the sanctuary. Violinist
Alan Molina, Violist Carl St. Jacques and Cellist Alex
Kramer entertained an audience of close to 100 (plus 10
children in childcare!) with the music of Beethoven, Max
Reger and contemporary composer Gernot Wolfgang. The
warm acoustics and gentle lighting of our sanctuary pro-
vided the perfect setting for the engaging and heartwarming
performance. Said potluck organizer June Blotnick, “...the
musical program was out of this world!! What a wonderful
treat for all of us who attended.”

Many thanks to June, Betsy Decker and Tim Rice for help-
ing with set-up for the supper, to Noor Al-Sibai, Jenn
McLeod and Casey Wallace-Melton for childcare, to Mi-
chael Lovett for resetting the sanctuary, and Matt Merkle
for designing our flyer!

-- John Herrick, Director of Music

Community Potluck and Concert
Calendar for 2010/2011:

All Community Potlucks will be held at 6 p.m.

COMING
with concerts beginning at 7:30 p.m., unless

otherwise noted; this schedule and the 2010-
i ~| 2011 music schedule is available on-line at;
== http://www.uuccharlotte.org/pgi_music.asp.

Sunday, November 7:
Flutist Emily Higgins & Jazz Piano Trio

Sunday, November 28:
Evergreen String Trio

Saturday, December 18:
Music & Poetry “Winter Solstice”

Saturday, February 12:
Songwriter Coffeehouse
(potluck refreshments at 7:30 p.m.)

Saturday, March 26:
Music & Poetry “Homelessness™

Sunday, April 10:
Evergreen String Trio

Forum on Public Housing, Let Your Voice
Be Heard

The Mixed Income Housing Coalition has organized a se-
ries of public forums on housing location policy. The next
public forum begins at 6:30 Monday, August 16" at C-M
Gov’t Center. To make sure your voice is heard, come by
the Social Justice Table in Freeman Hall. For the next four
Sundays, we will have post cards ready for you to contact
your district representative and let them know your views
on this important issue.

#S4 RAIN Labor Day Medl

Monday, September 6"

First, thank you to all the volunteers who
made it possible for us to deliver meals
for July 4™ Our next meal is Labor Day,
on September 6". We will be serving
Hamburgers, Green Beans, Fruit Cocktail
and Cupcakes.

SIGN UP in Freeman Hall after Sunday services to bring
food; prepare food ahead of time, Sunday, September 5™:
assemble food on the day of delivery and/or drive and de-
liver starting at 8:30 am, Monday, September 6". Kids are
welcome to help with food preparation and packing meals.
Food items may be brought to the church by Sunday, Sep-
tember 5™: Hamburgers (pre-cooked), Hamburger Buns,
Green Beans, Fruit Cocktail, Cupcakes.

You can also send me an email to virtually sign-up for do-
nating food, or volunteering at one of the events. Please
contact (704) 366-8623.

Habitat for Humanity Work Date

Next Work Date, Saturday, September 11*

Our next Habitat date is Saturday, September 11" at 4804
Hovis Rd. We will meet at the work site at 8 a.m. and work
until 1 p.m. No experience is necessary and all skill levels
are welcome. Please contact Frank at mcbur-
nett@windstream.net by Thursday, September 2 if you will
be able to help. Volunteers that are 16-17 years old need to
fill out a minor's release form. http://
www.habitatcharlotte.org/images/stories/pdf/
Vol_Minors_Release.pdf .
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ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

This | Believe — This | Practice
Next Speaker: Kathleen Moloney-Tarr

In these thirty minute sessions the presenter speaks about
their personal religious/spiritual beliefs or/and their regular
religious/spiritual practices. Do you practice what you
preach? Share your insights with us some Sunday soon!"
Join us Sunday, August 22" at 10:30 a.m. in the Chapel

Women’s Full Moon Circle
Tuesday, August 24"

You are invited for a relaxing time of meditation, connec-
tion, and community. Join us for a balmy, cool, breezy,
barefoot walk on the beach at sunset as we focus on inner
peace. We will seek insight and blessings from Tara, Ei-
rene, and Eyasha — goddesses of peace and tranquility. We
are an open group of women who honor earth-centered
spirituality and find inspiration from the cycles of the sea-
sons and feminine archetypes from around the world. Join
us Tuesday, August 24" 7-9 pm, in the Chapel. Contact:
Carol Smith, (704) 953-4146 or bncsmith@carolina.rr.com.

4" Friday Pot Luck Lunch

Friday, August 27"

Are you not working, retired, or otherwise available on Fri-
days? Come join with other UUCC members and guests for
a monthly noontime Pot Luck Luncheon on Friday, August
27 at noon. Easy to prepare and serve favorite food dishes
will be brought and served by those attending.

4" Friday Film Series

Showings are at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary and free-of-charge.

August 27 (Faith) — /n America (2002)

Starring Samantha Morton, Djimon Houn-
sou. Directed by Jim Sheridan. Still griev-
ing the loss of their son, Johnny and Sarah
and their two young daughters come to
America in search of a better life. Due to a
'lack of money, though, they are forced to
move into a slum building. There they be-
friend Mateo, an African painter, a relation-
ship which will restore their faith in the
healing power of love. Rated PG-13 for some sexuality,
drug references, brief violence and language.
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Science Fiction Sundays
Second Sunday of the month, 2:00 p.m., in the Chapel,

September 12 Episode of Babylon 5

Religious Belief and Medical Ethics. In
the “Believers” episode of Babylon 5,
an alien couple comes to the Babylon 5
space station seeking medical assistance
for their critically ill son. When station
doctor Stephen Franklin tells them that
a simple operation can save their son,
the couple refuses on religious grounds.
Avre there limits to religious belief and
practice when life and death issues are
involved?

Parabola Explores "Desire"
Tuesdays, September 14™ and October 12"

Join the Parabola group in September and October to dis-
cuss the latest issue “Desire”. While our baser desires in-
vite catastrophe if left unchecked, the repression of desire
can lead to disease and disorder. It takes wisdom to navi-
gate one's life among desire and temptation. Even the Bud-
dhist desire to end suffering is wrought with paradox. Read
the Buddha's wisdom as well as insights from sages of myr-
iad times, cultures, and traditions. Pick up a copy of the
current issue of Parabola at magazine stands, and join us
Tuesdays, September 14" and October 12", 7:00-8:30 pm,
in the Library. Contact: Carol Smith, (704) 953-4146 or
bncsmith@carolina.rr.com.

Aging: The Golden Years

Starting September 9" at 7:00 p.m. in the Library with Charles Lee

This will be an opportunity to hear and learn important in-
formation and share life’s aging and retirement experiences.
Subjects to be covered will include.

e Joys, fears, angst, and concerns of the “golden years”.

e Fiscal and legal issues of retirement: wills, power of
attorney, investments, insurance, downsizing

e Health: sustaining a vibrant live, dementia, caregivers
roles, resources, home location

e Memorial Service planning: for oneself or a loved one

A notebook if information will be provided for each atten-
dee. The sessions will be kept light with participants en-
couraged to bring a joke or humorous anecdote about aging
to the class and share their experiences with travel, continu-
ing education, volunteering, etc. ....those things that enrich
our life. Each week a guest facilitator will be invited to pro-
vide expert input. Come and join us!



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH (CYRE)

2010-11 Children and

«§ #// Youth Religious Edu-
e cation Program
(CYRE) Registration

Registration forms were emailed
in early August to all families registered in
the 09-10 CYRE program and to new families as re-

quested. If you are new and would like to receive registra-
tion information, please contact Kathleen Carpenter. Forms
are posted on the UUCC website (www.uuccharlotte.org),
as well. Visitors are welcome to attend classes up to three
times before registering. Children and youth must be regis-
tered to participate in any special programming or off-site
activities.

Families do not have to be UUCC members to enroll their
children in the CYRE program. We welcome everyone!
However, it should be noted that our program is not secular;
it is designed to help our children develop an identity as a
Unitarian Universalist. While the curriculum used is very
appropriate and welcoming to non-UUs, the rituals and cur-
ricula used are specific to Unitarian Universalism and to our
congregation.

The prospectus referenced above provides specific details
on what we offer. The 2010--11 prospectus for the Chil-
dren and Youth Religious Education Program is now ready
and can be found on the UUCC website
(www.uuccharlotte.org) or can be picked up on the table as
you enter the Education wing.

Parents, Teachers, Youth
Mark Your Calendars!

e Teacher Orientation — Saturday, August 28 8:30am
All volunteers lined up to teach in our 10-11 classes are
strongly encouraged to attend this training. Youth advi-
sors for school are also encouraged to attend, although
they will have an additional (much shorter!) meeting as
a group as well.

e The Summer Program Ends, the Water Ceremony
Service is Held, CYRE Begins! Our summer program
ends for our elementary and middle school aged chil-
dren with the August 22 classes. The next Sunday, Au-
gust 29, all but our SpiritPlay (preschool/K) children
should plan to attend the “Water Ceremony” service

with the adult members of our congregation. SpiritPlay
classes will be held that day.

e Sunday, September 5" (no classes for Labor Day
Sunday.) No classes are held Labor Day Sunday al-
though childcare is provided for children ages 3 - 5"
grade.

e Our School Year CYRE Program kicks off on Sun-
day, September 12.

Parent Orientations — Plan to attend

Parents are the primary religious educators for their children
and we can’t accomplish much without them. We have
your children at most 1.25 hours each week. Children look
to their parents to learn about life, including their spiritual
and moral development. As such, we strongly encourage
parents to do two things:

e Deepen their own spiritual faith and their understanding
of Unitarian Universalism by taking advantage of op-
portunities offered for adults in our congregation. At-
tend a class or one hour presentation, join an affinity
group, attend Sunday services, or participate in social
justice activities... No time? Kathleen Carpenter, the
CYRE Director can recommend books or blogs. By all
means, parents should share their beliefs with their kids.
Which means they need to think about them first.

Support their children’s CYRE experience through their
own involvement in the CYRE program and family pro-
gramming. To find out how to do this, plan to attend
one of our 3 age-specific parent orientations: Preschool
— 5™ Grade: Sunday, September 19 1:30pm; 6"-8"
Grades: Sunday, September 12, 1:30pm; 9"-12"
Grades: Sunday, September 19, 7pm.

OPEN DOOR SCHOOL

Mark Your Calendars

e August 21: ODS Beautification Day (see article on
page 6)

August 30-September 3: Staff Development Week
(full-day closed)

e September 2: Mandatory Parent Orientation for ALL
families

September 7: Beginning of Ease-In Schedule for half-
day classes.

More ODS News on page 6
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ODS Beautification Day

Saturday, August 21

Believe it or not, the new school year
is right around the corner. We want
to make sure Open Door School is
fresh and clean for our children!

The Annual Open Door School

Beautification Day will be on Satur-

August 21*. We hope to have 100%
partici- pation from ODS families. Church
members are welcome to join us as we spruce up our
building and grounds. The types of work include painting,
raking, filling bird feeders, sewing, moving cubbies...and
many other fun tasks.

day,

We will also come together from 11 am-12 pm for a potluck
lunch to get to know one another and celebrate our amazing
ODS community. Childcare will be provided by ODS
teachers on the playground.

There will be two work shifts:
e morning shift (8 am-11 am)
e afternoon shift (12 pm-3 pm).

Please RSVP to ods@uuccharlotte.org or call (704) 364-
1521. Indicate which "shift" you are available to work and
what you will bring for the potluck lunch.

MEMBERSHIP

The UUCC Welcomes the Following New
Members:

Scott Edwards

Scott was born in Richmond, VA and was raised in the Uni-
tarian Faith. Moved with his parents and family to Hart-
ford, CT area and continued his early involvement in the
Unitarian culture. Scott has lived in many locations and
spent the last 25 years involved in the Catholic faith with
his family. He has been in Charlotte for 15 years and is the
owner/operator of a small custom cabinet shop. Scott says,
“attending the Charlotte UU church is like finding that old
comfortable place or returning home again.

Brian and Del Jewell (Alex, David)

The Jewell family moved to York, SC area recently when
Brian received a new job with Duke Energy. Neither Brian
nor Del consider themselves Christians and they sought a
church with a more open minded view on religion. Brian
and Del say, “We found out about the UUCC on the internet
and decided to try it despite the lengthy commute, We are
very pleased so far with what we have seen.”
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Craig Miller
Craig says, “I’m closing in fast on the age of 40, | took a

hard look at my life and realized that I desired more spiritu-
ality. Luckily I found the UUCC. | knew several members
who really enjoyed the church, and after attending several
services | knew it was a great fit for me too. I’m looking
forward to growing spiritually and sharing in fellowship.”

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY

We have begun work surrounding
: the replacing of the roofs over the
CYRE/ODS wing, the Sanctuary
and the vestibule. So far, paint-
ing has been done in Freeman
Hall and the vestibule along
with plaster repair of the ceil-
ing in the Sanctuary and the
vestibule. All of the ceiling
tiles and insulation and the
electrical fixtures on the second floor of the
CYRE/ODS wing have been removed. Work on the roofs
in these areas will begin the week of August 16"
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Replacing the roofs also means that other work must take
place as well. Early in the planning of the needed work, a
choice was made to also undertake freshening some of the
most important public areas. A “Tone Team” consisting of
Loyd Dillon, Janet Lasher and Mitchell Kearny is oversee-
ing color selection and other interior design.

All of us are extremely grateful for the leadership of Don
Faires. Don is once again contributing his years of experi-
ence in construction management and is serving as the gen-
eral contractor for the numerous jobs taking place. Don and
Rob Marcy, chair of the finance team, are currently meeting
weekly with Jeter Walker to make sure that our projects
come in on budget and on time.

Also in August, the ODS beautification day will take place
on the 21 (see beautification article on this page.) An ad-
ditional work day for the church may be scheduled as well
so that everything will be ready to go by the time we have
our water ceremony on August 29. If you have suggestions
about other things that need to be done and which could be
accomplished using volunteer help please let us know.

In the meantime, the work that’s going on looks good and is
giving a fresh, new look to some of our most used spaces.
While we have limits on what can be done with available
resources, careful management and good subcontractors are
delivering even more impact for our investment than we
expected. We hope you’ll be impressed, too.



UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

UUCC Women’s Group

Tuesday, August 17" at 7:00 p.m.

The UUCC Women’s Group will meet Tuesday, August 17
at 7 pmin the Library. Please contact Karen Achor for
more information. "Gratitude" is the word to be discussed.

Office Closing

UUCC offices will be closed on Monday, September 6" in
observance of the Labor Day holiday.

Open Mind Book Club

Monday, September 13"

The Open Mind Book Club will meet Monday, September
13"™at 7:30 pm in the Schweitzer Room. We will be dis-
cussing I’m Down: a memoir by Mishna Wolff. Please
RSVP to Gwynne Movius if you plan to attend. Upcoming
Titles: October 4™: Italian Shoes by Henning Mankell.

Audio Copies of Sunday Services

If you have missed a service and would like to hear it, there
is a loaner copy available in the Library that can be checked
out If you would like to purchase a CD copy of any of our
Sunday services you may do so for only $5. Stop by our
bookstore in Freeman Hall after Sunday services to request
a copy or contact Bill Cooke at (704) 364-2107.

Got food? Share your
bounty!

Did you know that we distribute
nonperishable food to nearly 25
needy families and 75 individu-
als every month? We need your
help. You can help by bringing
a can of soup, tuna, vegetables,
fruit or beans, a box of pasta or
cereal or how about some pasta
sauce, dried fruit or peanut butter. (Please try to bring
healthy choices!) You don’t need to make a special trip to
the store, check the shelves in your pantry as you head out
the door on Sunday morning!

Straight Spouse Support Group

First Tuesday of each Month

This is a group to provide personal, confidential support to
straight spouses or partners, current or former, of gay, les-
bian, bisexual or transgender mates and mixed-orientation
couples. We meet in the library on the 1% Tuesday of each
month at 7pm.

ONGOING GROUP MEETINGS

Newcomers and drop-ins are welcome! For more information
about these groups please visit www.uuccharlotte.org and select
“Programs/Get Involved.”

Meeting Location Time Contact
Borderlands Discussion Group ~ Off Site Tuesday, August 17™ at 7:00 p.m. EJ Haack (802) 578-5134
Bible Workbench Library Sundays 5 mins. after first service ends George Weir (704) 708-4211
Economics and UU Principles Priestley Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. Elizabeth Kerman (704) 846-7181
Jabberwocks Library 10:00 a.m. 3" Friday Doris Thomas Browder
QUEST Sigismund 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays Paul & Shirley Wagner (704) 364-8855
Parenting & Aspergers Support  Starbucks 6:30 p.m. 1% Sunday Margie Storch
Group Cotswold mstorch@carolina.rr.com
Song Circle TBA 7:00 p.m. 3" Thursdays Rich Greene (704) 367-1895
Dale Brook (704) 366-7983
Sunday Morning Meditation Schweitzer 8:30 a.m. Sundays Rich Vreeland (704) 290-8620;
Debbie George (704) 525-3252
Straight Spouse Support Group  Chapel 7:00 p.m. 1% Tuesday Sage Brook (704) 366-7983
UUCC Handwork Group Library 5:00 p.m. 2" Sunday Kat Weisz (704) 321-9067;
Vivian Brenner (704) 841-1624.
Yoga TBA 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays Bill Cooke (704) 364-2107
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The deadline forthe next WV@QICES is

Sunday, August 29, 2010 for the next issue which will be
published on Wednesday, September 1, 2010. Please in-
clude your name and phone number on your submissions in
case there are questions. The Voices editor reserves the
right to edit all submissions to the newsletter for brevity,
grammar, clarity and consistency as space will allow. The
preferred submission is by email to: uucc@uuccharlotte.org
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